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Five Marks of a Catholic School
Greetings,

It is through God’s strength that we are sustained. God’s grace 
is sufficient for every circumstance and difficulty we may face in 
life. 

In year two of our Three-Year Faith Plan, as intentional disciples 
on our journey, we celebrate actions to be grateful and to be 
gracious. In doing so we allow Jesus into our lives, we trust in 
the Lord and therefore become followers of Him. As a result, 
everyone connected to excellent Catholic schools grows in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ken Sampson
Superintendent of Schools
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“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” 
(Isaiah 40:31)

Based on Five Essential Marks of Catholic Schools, The Holy See’s Teachings on Catholic Schools by Archbishop 
J. Michael Miller, C.S.B. (2005) as presented in Growing Forward-2014 Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association Catholic Education Symposium Final Report, Michael Marien, author.



Mark Two: Imbued With a Catholic Worldview
An excellent Catholic school has a visible and tangible Catholic vision evident in its 
physical space, liturgical celebrations, and prayer life.

In our schools we:
• Share a Catholic worldview through activities and events.
• Create physical spaces in our schools that reflect our Catholic perspective.
• Foster a Catholic worldview of reflection, service, and sacramentality.
• Make decisions rooted in Gospel teaching.
• Embed sacramental routines (prayer, mass, liturgies, scripture, and worship) and reminders in the culture of the 

school and district.

St. Francis is a very vibrant and active school. The one 
location of our school that is utilized more than anything 
else is our gymnasium. In it we host a plethora of sporting 
events, from volleyball, basketball and badminton games 
and tournaments, to every student at St. Francis having a 
period of gym every day. Our gym space is also used for 
non-sport activities. We use it for our Musical production, 
awards ceremonies, student assemblies, pep rallies and 
parent nights. One of the most important ways we use 
it is to gather as a school community in prayer. It is used 
for all school Masses. It really is the heart of our school. 
With that, the administration decided that we needed 
to symbolize our Catholic perspective more prominently. 
During the shutdown of all co-curricular after school 
activities in the wake of COVID, we had an opportunity 
to create this space. So with the help of a skilled staff 
member, we had this new cross built and installed in 
our gym. This cross reminds us that we are all part of 
something bigger and that God is present in all the things 
we do. During our Lenten Mass, we had Fr. Kevin bless the 
cross as seen in the picture on the left. 

At St. Francis, we read the Sunday Gospel reading every 
Friday during our homeroom time as a part of our 
announcements. Different students have volunteered to 
do the reading for the entire student body over a Loom 
recording. During the pandemic we have had to think 
differently about how we gather and share the good 
news of Jesus Christ. But because it is a priority, we have 
found a way!

“I’m glad I had the opportunity to read the Gospel
to the students. Reading about the Gospel reminds 

me that our morals and values are just as 
important as academics.” - Student
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At St. Mary’s School in Taber, 
sacramental routines are 
embedded into our school 
day and week. We start every 
morning with a reading of the 
Gospel and a sign of peace as 
part of our morning prayer and 
announcements. On Fridays, one 
classroom leads a liturgy for the 
school. This liturgy includes the readings for the day and a 
short reflection on the Gospel. This year, each St. Mary’s 
classroom has selected a patron saint for their room. 
During their Friday liturgy, they share some information 
about that saint. 

Like so many things this year, the school-wide liturgies 
have had to go online over Zoom or Google Meet. With 
so much online, however, we have worked hard to find a 
way to experience Mass in person. Each Friday, one grade 
walks down to St. Augustine’s church to attend Mass. 
We may not be able to have our classes join our parish 
Masses at this time, but we want them to stay connected 
to the parish and the sacraments.

Events and activities are one very visible way of sharing 
a Catholic worldview. But what do we do when activities 
and events are restricted by COVID? Get creative! The 
Grade 6 class at St. Mary’s in Taber recently had the 
opportunity to participate in a virtual retreat with a NET 
Canada team based in Stoney Creek, Ontario! Students 
participated in games, watched videos and listened to 
talks and testimonies from the members of NET Team 4.

For many students, however, a highlight was getting 
to know the team members in person in the breakout 
sessions. “She was so nice and so kind,” shared one 
student of her breakout leader. 

At the end of the retreat a number of students were seen 
adding NET Canada to their social media. From halfway 
across the country, the NET team had connected with 
students from Taber!

“Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, 

as indeed you are doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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Gospel values are embedded in all aspects of life at St. Catherine School. Within different 
subjects, the Gospel message is permeated so that opportunities to increase the 
understanding of the Gospel can be found throughout the school day. One example of this is 
the correlation that exists between the liturgical seasons and artwork that students complete. 
During the season of Lent, students created stunning pieces of the Crucifixion with the 
message of Jesus’ love for each of us. 

Greg Noyes, 
Principal

These are some of my thoughts on having my teacher teach me about the sacrament of Confirmation.

I feel like since it was my teacher, they wouldn’t have let me slack off as much as somebody that didn’t 
know me. If I got everything wrong with my teacher, I wouldn’t have been able to look at them for fear 
of embarrassment. That’s why it’s almost better, so that I am motivated to try my best and succeed.

I also feel as though I actually want to try around them to impress them. I want them to tell other people 
that I am smart and I know my stuff. 

It was hard learning Confirmation online because I was very tempted to do other things. But then at 
that first lesson, I was just really interested in learning all about the sacrament of Confirmation. I always 
participated in the quizzes to show off what I learned.

I liked learning with my classmates and friends because we all learnt something new and now we even 
get to celebrate it together. 

Those are my thoughts on Confirmation this year!

Maya
Grade 6 Student, St. Catherine School

“In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 

were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.”
Ephesians 1:13


